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which still played their part in British and French diplo-
macy. On the other side the Soviet Ambassador, whose
country was helping the Spaniards, stood his ground and
tried his best to find support in the vacillating counsels of
Britain and France. Once again, the democratic representa-
tives tried to use the committee technique to counter the
staff work of the Fascist powers. But even those diplomats
who sympathised with a Fascist rising to destroy a Left
Government, were also well aware of the dangers to British
interests involved in a Fascist Spain. Once again, they saw
Spain as a "problem'9 demanding a "solution". Gould
they arrange to have a Spain at the end of the war that
would be friendly to Britain? They deluded themselves
into thinking, as British statesmen said, that a power
that refused to supply the munitions of war to either side
would be popular with both, when the war was over.
They knew that all the arms that Franco wanted were
pouring in from his Fascist allies; and that non-interven-
tion meant that the Fascist side was armed, while the
Republican side could receive only such material as
slipped through from Russia or be supplied by private
efforts from other neutral sources. Yet the power was in
their hands. At any moment French armed interven-
tion could have ended the rebellion, or, if the formality of
non-intervention had to be maintained, the British and
French navies could have prevented any outside help
from reaching either side. That, clearly, was to their
interest; it was certainly to the interest of the democratic
cause they were pledged to uphold. By habit, by class sym-
pathy, by fear of Bolshevism, and by failure to grasp the
significance of the totalitarian attack, they played through-
out the Fascist game. They could not see that there
was no solution to this problem; that it was not an objective
problem to be discussed and reasonably settled between
themselves, Germany, Italy and Russia, but a stage in a
totalitarian war which was being waged against the
popular forces everywhere in the world. And the result?